Sacramento County Disability Advisory Commission (DAC)
Meeting Minutes for October 1, 2024 
Members Present: Gene Lozano, Chair; Kathy Sachen, Vice Chair Isabel Arreola, Randy Hicks, Dustin Knott, Angela Talent.
Members Absent: Patty Gainer, Troy Givans, Ex-Officio; Hang Nguyen, Ex-Officio; Rami Zakaria, Ex Officio.
Guests: Joe Conklin, Chris Martin, Garnik Mikaleyan, Department of Airports; Melissa Jacobs, Senior & Adult Services; Jeff Tardaguila, Physical Access Subcommittee Member.
Staff: Cori Stillson, Cheryl Bennett, Disability Compliance Office (DCO); Michelle and Mallory, American Sign Language (ASL) interpreters.
Call to Order and Introductions
The Chair called the meeting to order with a quorum present. Staff took roll call of members and guests introduced themselves. 
Approval of Individual Members’ Requests to Participate via Zoom
It was moved and seconded (Talent/Sachen) to approve Randy Hicks’ participation via Zoom. Approved unanimously. 
Approval of the Minutes
The September 3 meeting minutes were adopted as submitted.
Public Comments
Jeff Tardaguila noted that Resources for Independent Living (RIL) is reviving the advocacy committee, Disability Organizing Group For Initiating Total Equality (DOGFITE).
Chair’s Report
Gene Lozano presented appreciation certificates to two members who recently left the DAC - Reggie Nelson and Marc Laver. He briefed members on what was discussed at the recent Executive Committee meeting. Recruitment for vacancies was a primary focus. Members reviewed actions taken in the past and discussed possible strategies to pursue in the near future. Recruitment will be a topic on the upcoming Chiefs of Staff agenda as well as a brief overview of the DAC’s input on Sailor Bar and the ongoing work with Behavioral Health Services. Mr. Lozano also raised the topic of the recent CA Attorney General opinion on reasonable accommodations for attending meetings virtually. Lastly, members reviewed the 2024 Work Plan and gave their assessment regarding the level of accomplishment with each task. Reviewing 311 and In Home Supportive Services were noted as possible topics to continue into the 2025 Work Plan.
Ex-Officio Reports 
No Ex-Officio members were present.
Disability Compliance Office (DCO) Report
Cheryl Bennett announced that the DCO has been working with the Department of Human Assistance (DHA) to begin training all public facing staff next year. Cori Stillson noted that the DCO study has been delayed due to slow responses from agencies being requested to provide data.
DCO staff deferred their report to Airports staff in attendance. Chris Martin provided brief updates regarding the start of construction of the new pedestrian pathway and 5500 square foot garage, There are “sensory rooms” to help people with sensory processing disorders to manage their condition currently in design. Dustin Knott gave input about signage in Miami airport which includes ASL interpreters on the screens.
Programs and Services Access Subcommittee Report
Angela Talent noted the Subcommittee reviewed the most recent response to their inquiry of Behavioral Health Services and discussed next steps. The next meeting will revisit the updated draft Accessible Meeting Checklist. 
Human Services Coordinating Council Report (HSCC)
Randy Hicks noted the HSCC continues to focus on mission, vision and values through the consultant Valley Vision. They will roll out their award program, Heroes of Human Service again this year.
Physical Access Subcommittee Report
Gene Lozano stated the Subcommittee did not meet. The planned reports from the Department of Transportation will be heard this month.
Homeless Services and Housing Task Force Report
The report was deferred.
Unfinished/New Business 
There was no unfinished or new business.
Community Announcements
Members made announcements of interest to the disability community. Kathy Sachen announced that Regional Transit is offering free rides to voting centers.
Proposed Topics for Upcoming Agenda
The Airports are tentatively scheduled to return with an update to the ADA Self Evaluation and Transition Plan. The Division of Public Health has also been invited for an update.
DAC Member Comments
There were no additional comments.
Adjournment
It was moved (Arreola) and seconded (Hicks) to adjourn the meeting. Approved unanimously.
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